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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio — economic background and farmers' decision to
attend the Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) for Mangosteen Production Project (2) farmers' knowledge in Good
Agricultural Practice for Mangosteen Production (3) farmers' Mangosteen Production under Good Agricultural
Practice and (4) problems and recommendations in Good Agricultural Practice for Mangosteen Production of
farmers. Population of this study was 303 mangosteen production farmers, in Bo Phloi Sub-District, Bo Rai District,
Trat Province, who had registered as mangosteen production farmer in 2015/2016. The sample size was 173
determined by Yamane’s timetable. Random sampling was used to select the participants of the research. Data
was collected by structural interview, and was analyzed by using statistics such as frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, standard deviation, and ranking. Results of the study showed that (1) more than
half of the farmers were male with an average age of 53.95 years old. They had the average experience in
mangosteen production of 20.98 years with the average mangosteen production area of 7.64 Rai. The yield was
estimated 567.73 kilogram/Rai which generated the average income of 37,414.65 Baht/Rai, while the average
expense of 10,256.66 Baht/Rai. Most of the farmers sold their produces to the exporters at the purchasing point
(Long). More than half of the farmers used their own funds in producing mangosteen. Most of them had gained
the knowledge from the agricultural extensionists, mostly on GAP for mangosteen production. Approximately
three — fourths of farmers had already attended the training on GAP for mangosteen production. Two out of three
farmers exchanged the knowledge/experiences with other farmers, and mostly decided to attend the Good
Agricultural Practice Project due to their produces were in good quality, safe for consumers, and higher yield price.
(2) Most of the farmers had knowledge in the GAP for mangosteen production at a high level (3) Overall, farmers
had practiced the GAP for mangosteen production on every time - scale, which were averagely ranked as follows
; operations and production control, hysienic management in the orchard, tools and agricultural equipments
management, agricultural inputs management, and the record and documentary, respectively. (4) Farmers had
moderately encountered the problems of GAP for mangosteen production, which were averagely ranked as
follows ; labor and production cost, the agricultural extensionists, marketing and quality of product, land/soil and
water quality, and agricultural knowledge and regulations, respectively. Whereas, there was no problem on the
pests and plant diseases. Farmers' recommendations were to provide the sufficient water resources during dry
season, set up the price guarantee scheme, manage the labor lackage and expensive wage, and subsidize the

farmers who had affected by drought.

Keywords: Mangosteen production, Good agricultural practice, Trat Province
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